IN OUR OPINION

On March 9th, County Executive Astorino sounded the alarm
about looming deficits in the County’s current and future
budgets. To get a start on righting this picture, he announced
a series of savings and cuts, totaling about $16 million, to be
enacted this year. We were dismayed that more than one third
of this amount, $5.8 million, was to be realized through savings
and reductions in the Department of Social Services, the part
of County government that is charged with safeguarding the
wellbeing of vulnerable children and families.

We believe that cutting services to children is the last place
any government should start when trimming expenses. Why?

Investments in children have a high rate of return.

Programs such as child care or community based mental
health and youth services help prevent the need for higher cost
interventions later on.

- Affordable child care allows families to stay gainfully
employed and contributing to the economy.

- Community youth services keep youngsters engaged in safe,
productive activities and away from gang involvement, drug
abuse and other anti-social and self destructive behaviors.

- Community based mental health services strengthen
families, and avoid costly out-of-home placements.

Moreover, many County expenditures for children’s services
are eligible for matching State or Federal dollars, and also
allow non-profit contractors to leverage private philanthropic
donations.

Children can’t wait.

Unlike maintenance on computers or parks, children’s
development cannot be put on hold. If we miss the opportunity
to help a 15 year old juvenile delinquent change his life, we are
likely to be dealing very soon with a 16 year old inmate. If we
miss the chance to nurture a three-year- old with quality care
and early education, that chance is gone forever, along with the
opportunity to build the social and pre-literacy skills that are so
important for academic success.

Children rely on government help.

More than other age groups, children rely on government
services. For example, about a quarter of Westchester’s children
rely on public insurance for their health care. Nearly 6,000
Westchester children who are reported abused and neglected
each year rely on government workers and publicly-funded
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services to keep them safe. Thousands more rely on publicly-
supported community programs to keep them safe and busy
after school, help them with severe emotional problems, or
provide tutoring to help them succeed in school.

As revenues shrink and the tax burden on county residents
grows, our government must be prudent in asking taxpayers
to support only the most essential services with the highest
return on investment. Research shows that services to children
are among the best investment any government can make, and
that they benefit not only the children and their families, but
taxpayers and the larger community as well...

WCA secured these Priority Children’s
Programs in the Adopted 2010 Budget:

Invest in Kids: This County Budget fund, created in
response to advocacy by the Campaign for Kids in 1994,
supports dozens of community based youth programs
serving thousands of children and teens each year.
e Our goal: Maintain funding at the 2009 level of
$2,034,399.
o Result: Invest in Kids was funding at $100,000
above the 2009 level.

Early Step Forward: This innovative program for
children was created in 2006 in response to research and
advocacy by WCA. The program brings mental health
professionals to work in early childhood centers (currently
in Mount Vernon, Yonkers and Port Chester) where they
help children, parents and staff understand and deal with
emotional and social difficulties.

e Our goal: Expand funding from $637,000 to $768,470.

e Result: Program continued at 2009 level.

Independent Living Fund: This fund, established in

2007 in response to advocacy by WCA and the Campaign

for Kids, makes grants of up to $3,000 to each young

adult who is leaving foster care and is establishing an

independent household, separate from his or her family.

e Our goal: Maintain funding at $100,000.

e Result: The full amount of $100,000 was included in
the Department of Social Services’ budget.

WCA Is Going Green

up: www.wca4kids.org/contact.php

Would you prefer to receive this newsletter electronically? Not only will it help our planet, but you'll enable us to use more of your donation
on child advocacy by reducing mailing and printing costs at WCA, and....you’ll get it faster! If you're interested, please use this link to sign

WESTCHESTER CHILDREN’S ASSOCIATION

PaGr 2

SprING 2010




\A_lestchester Westchester Children’s Association
children's 470 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 304
association White Plains, NY 10605

SAVE THE DATE

You are cordially invited to attend

2010 Advocacy Dinner

Honoring Dr. Eileen Santiago with the
Edith C. Macy Award for Distinguished Service

Guest MC, Richard Kind, star of stage,
screen and television

WHEN:
WHERE:

Wednesday, May 12,2010

Tappan Hill
Highland Avenue, Tarrytown, NY

FESTIVITIES: 6:00 pm, Cocktail Reception & Silent Auction
7:30 pm, Program & Dinner
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WESTCHESTER
CHILDREN’S
ASSOCIATION
works to ensure
that all children are
healthy, safe and
prepared for
life’s challenges.
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