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WCA was the recipient of a 2008 Strong Kids Award from the New Rochelle YMCA 
in recognition of our role in establishing children’s centers in each of the County’s 
three Family Courts. These centers provide a safe and developmentally appropri-
ate environment for young children whose parents or other caregivers must appear 
in court. The centers also provide information to families about needed commu-
nity services. The New Rochelle YMCA operates the children’s center at the New 
Rochelle Court. The award was presented on June 19 at a dinner attended by WCA 
Deputy Director Allison Lake and Board members Dr. Katherine S. Lobach, Louise 
Muller, Dr. Kenneth Schiffer, and Dr. Adrienne Weiss-Harrison.  n
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Westchester Children’s Association Unveils 
Westchester Children By the Numbers 

County Executive Andy Spano and 
WCA President Maris Krasnow  
attend the book launch.

WCA Treasurer Tom Kyle discusses the 
development of “Westchester Children 
By the Numbers.”

On April 24, 2008, Westchester Children’s Association unveiled Westchester 
Children By the Numbers, a comprehensive compilation of data about 
children’s well-being. The book release was covered by the New York Times, 

the Journal News, and the White Plains Times. More than 80 people, including State 
Senator Suzi Oppenheimer, and County Legislators Lois Bronz, Ken Jenkins, Judy 
Myers, as well as many representatives of federal, state, and county elected officials, 
attended the news conference. 

County Executive Andy Spano and Board of Legislators Chair Bill Ryan spoke 
in their support for the data compilation project, and discussed how the new book 
would help public officials in developing policies and programs related to children. 
Catherine Marsh, executive director of the Westchester Community Foundation, the 
major funder of Westchester Children By The Numbers, also spoke at length about the 
necessity of creating a single source of information for people vested in the well-being 
of Westchester’s children. Cora Greenberg, Executive Director; Tom Kyle, Board 
Member and Treasurer; and Limarie Cabrera, Director of Data Analysis, discussed 
WCA’s challenges in compiling the vast amount of data, as well as how the resulting 
information demonstrates the wide variance in economic, social, and educational well-
being throughout Westchester County.

750 copies were printed and distributed to various service agencies, government 
offices, libraries, school districts, and other child advocates. WCA also posted  
an electronic version of the book on its website, and as of June 10, 2008, the online 
version of Westchester Children By The Numbers had been viewed 3,659 times. 

WCA will be reaching out to the community throughout the summer and fall to 1) 
inform child advocates throughout the county on how to use the information in the 
book and to 2) gather feedback from those who have seen the data to determine future 
advocacy priorities. WCA is also making progress on creating an interactive version 
of Westchester Children By the Numbers on the 
internet that would enable users to create 
custom queries and reports using the data 
already collected.

You can access Westchester Children By the 
Numbers by visitng our website at www.wca4kids.
org. Simply click on the book cover in the News 
& Updates column on the home page. Any 
questions about the project should be sent to 
Limarie Cabrera at lcabrera@wca4kids.org. n
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SAVE THE DATE!

Talk Back! Build a United Voice  
for Westchester Children and Youth

Wednesday, September 24, 2008 
3 to 6:30 PM at The Crowne Plaza 
Hotel, White Plains

Visit www.wca4kids.org to register.



On Wednesday, May 14th, 2008 the 
Westchester Children’s Association 
hosted its Annual Advocacy 
Dinner at Tappan Hill Mansion in 
Tarrytown. The highlight of this 
event, attended by 150 supporters, 
was the presentation of the Edith 
C. Macy Award to Dr. Philip 
Landrigan. Dr. Landrigan, a resident 
of Mamaroneck, is a pediatrician and 
a renowned expert and champion of 
children’s environmental health. He 
is currently a professor of pediatrics 
and preventative medicine at Mount 
Sinai School of Medicine, Chair of 
the Department of Community and 
Preventative Medicine, and director 
of the Mt. Sinai Center for Children’s 
Health and the Environment. The 
Award is named in honor of one of the 
Westchester Children’s Association’s 
founders, and is given in recognition 
of extraordinary contributions to 
children’s wellbeing.

Several members of the WCA 
family made a very special gesture 
at our annual Advocacy Dinner. 

Nine of the silent auction items up 
for sale were marked as appropriate 
for foster teens or foster families, 
including SAT review courses, sports 
and theater tickets, a special career 
exploration day with the Fashion 
Editor of People Magazine, and beauty 
salon appointments for prom-goers. 
Bidders were given the opportunity 
to direct an item to be given to a 
foster teen or family, resulting in 
six of the items being designated as 
gifts. It’s just one more way that the 
compassion for children so evident in 
every member of the WCA family is 
apparent, and it’s inspiring for all us. 

WCA is very grateful to the many 
people, in addition to our generous 
Board of Directors, who volunteered 
their services at the dinner. First 
on that list is Joy Mandel, who 
volunteered to Co-Chair the event 
with WCA’s President, Maris 

Krasnow. Others whose help was 
invaluable include Gerry Gutterman, 
Lucy Bayer, Lorna Hadjini, and 
Tamiko Younge. And of course, 
the dinner could not possibly have 
happened without our hardworking 
Board and staff.

Many thanks to those special people 
who gave so generously!  n
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Macy Award Presented 
to Dr. Philip Landrigan  
at WCA’s Annual 
Advocacy Dinner

Gerald and Janet Gutterman of Mt. Vernon, WCA President Maris Krasnow. Dinner guests, Steven Wagner, Robert and Susan Blumenthal.

Dinner Co-Chair Joy Mandel and Board member 
Jody Greenbaum.

Dr. Philip Landrigan accepts Edith C. Macy 
Award for Distinguished Service.

WCA Executive Director Cora Greenberg, 
Catherine Marsh,Executive Director of the 
Westchester Community Foundation, and County 
Legislator Lois Bronz.

Does WCA Service Lead to Longevity? Our 
Honorary Board Might Make You Wonder...

WCA’s Honorary Board currently has six inspiring members. 
Would it surprise you to know that the average age of the honor-
ary board is 91? Two of our members have crossed the century 
line, and since their ages have been widely publicized elsewhere, it 
seems permissible to reveal them here, along with updates on their 
current whereabouts:

n	 Former longtime WCA Treasurer Stuart Baker’s 100th birthday, 
on June 19th, 2006, was proclaimed “Stuart Baker Day” in West-
chester, and he recently celebrated his 102nd birthday at West-
chester Meadows in Valhalla, NY. 

n	 The well-known philanthropist and former WCA Board Presi-
dent, Kathryn Wasserman Davis, celebrated her 101st birthday 
in February. When she’s not traveling, she divides her time among 
her homes in Maine, Florida and Tarrytown, NY. 

It would seem indelicate to reveal the specific ages of our other 
revered members, but an update on their recent histories proves 
interesting. Here they are, in alphabetical, not chronological, order: 

n	 Longtime WCA board member Louis Bookheim, Jr., who wrote 
WCA’s current by-laws, had a second career, after leaving his law 
practice, as a Bible scholar and comparative religion teacher. He is 
the author of Understanding the Bible, and now lives in San Diego.

n	 The youngest member of our Honorary Board is Judge Doris 
Friedman, who is no less charming than the others, despite her 
youth. Her long years of service and dedication on WCA’s Board 
of Directors came to an end upon her appointment to the bench in 
the Town of Greenburgh, where she continues to serve as Judge.

n	 Former WCA Board President and longtime board member 
Agnes Jones is currently living at The Osborn Senior Living 
Community in Rye.

n	 As former Ambassador to Israel (and former U.S. Congress-
man), Ogden Reid is currently chairman of the Council of 
American Ambassadors and Editor of the Ambassador’s Review, and 
remains actively involved in business. His vigorous leadership in  
Congress in the areas of prenatal nutrition, early childhood nutri-
tion, and early childhood education continues to make a difference  
for children, not only in Westchester County, but in the nation  
as a whole.

As WCA approaches its own 100th birthday on January 17th, 2014, 
it’s wonderful to think of the combined dedication and experience 
represented by the members of our Honorary Board. Every member 
is a role model for commitment to children, and WCA is sincerely 
grateful to them for their devoted service, and the inspiration they 
continue to provide. n

Jaclyn D’Arminio, left, will be a senior in 
the College of Human Ecology at Cornell 
University. She is in the process of com-
pleting her Biology and Society major with 
a concentration in adolescent health and 
behavior. Recently she spent a semester 
in Washington DC where she served as 
an intern for the American Youth Policy 
Forum. Her internship with the Westches-
ter Children’s Association this summer 
was made possible by the Blumenthal 
Internship Program and has provided her 
with valuable insight into the differences 
between federally and locally based non-
profit youth advocacy organizations. After 
graduation, Jaclyn hopes to pursue a 
duel J.D./M.P.H. degree and eventually a 
career on the political stage. 

Mirka Tvaruzkova, right, is a Graduate 
student at the School of International and 
Public Affairs at Columbia University. Her 
areas of interest include public policy and 
economic analysis, as well as interna-
tional educational policy. Prior to attending 
Columbia, Mirka worked on international 
education projects for the U.S. Agency for 
International Development (USAID) and 
the Bureau of Educational and Cultural 
Affairs at the Department of State. She 
helped design an online monitoring sys-
tem on education issues for USAID Mis-
sions worldwide, and evaluated over eight 
international education programs, such as 
Fulbright, FLEX, and Access Microscholar-
ship Program. Mirka will be working with 
Limarie Cabrera and the WCA Team to 
prepare the launch of the By the Numbers 
online database. n

All photos by Susan Wong Wagner.
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Support WCA Efforts




