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A Message from WCA's President

Dear Friends,

Margaret Mead famously wrote, "A small group of thoughtful people can change the world. Indeed,
it's the only thing that ever has." As we look back on 2003, we are proud of the remarkable
accomplishments of the Westchester Children's Association, a small, but growing, group of thoughtful
people committed to changing the world for children. With the support of our friends and donors, and
with the help of collaborators from government, business, social services, education and civic life, we
steadily make gains toward our goal of ensuring that every child is healthy, safe and prepared for life's

challenges.

2004 is WCA's 90th anniversary, and we have planned a year-long series of events and initiatives to
celebrate this milestone and to engage many more people in our work on behalf of children. At a
kick-off reception on January 29th, County Executive Andrew Spano declared 2004 the Year of the
Child. We launched the Voices for Children Pledge, asking each of us to consider the impact on
children of our everyday decisions. We will collect pledges from at least 900 people, or about 1% of
Westchester's residents, promising to help keep children healthy, safe and prepared for life's
challenges. A pledge form, along with a list of ways to take action for kids-at home, in
neighborhoods, schools, business, and places of worship-is available from our office.

At our Annual Meeting on May 20th, keynoter Michael Petit, Director of Every Child Matters, will
discuss how we can push children's needs to the top of the national political agenda. To promote
broader discussion of children's issues, WCA's Board members are holding a series of Conversations
about Children with local community, professional and civic groups throughout the County. We will
learn which issues our neighbors think are most important and what they are doing to address them.

On September 27th, these and other groups, along with government and non-profit service providers,
civic and religious leaders, parents, youth and community volunteers, will join us for Westchester's
Children Today: Building Communities for Their Tomorrows. Panel presentations and workshops will r
offer concrete ideas about how we can create and promote positive changes in children's lives. We will !

develop a series of action items on which we can wor~ together for the betterment of all Westchester's
children.

Senator Hillary Rodham Clinton has been invited to address the conferees, and will be joined by Hugh
Price, former President of the National Urban League and author, most recently, of Achievement
Matters: Getting Your Child the Best Education Possible. Dr. Barry Zuckerman of Boston Medical
Center will be our lunch speaker.

Finally, our 90th year will culminate in a gala event this winter. We hope you will join with us
throughout this eventful and celebratory year. Be part of our "small group of thoughtful people" and
help us change the world for kids. :
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