
Keeping track of children’s well-being

WCA’s keystone data resource, Children By the Numbers, went digital this year with the launch 
of our online, searchable database about Westchester’s children. The website is continuously 
updated with the most currently available information, and puts thousands of bits of data at the 
fingertips of public officials, service providers, parents, youth and advocates. Such information 
is essential to understanding the needs of children, designing interventions to meet those needs, 
and assessing the ultimate effectiveness of programs and policies. 

WCA makes frequent presentations to community and professional groups about the meaning 
and import of the data we have collected. In 2009, WCA presented local data to community 
meetings in Mt. Vernon, White Plains and Yonkers. In each instance, the data brought new 
perspective to residents and service providers concerned about young people in their community. 
Visit our online database at http://data.wca4kids.org/datafinder.

Educating the public and policy makers

WCA seized opportunities to educate the public and policy makers about children’s wellbeing 
and their most pressing needs. 

■	On the morning of the year’s worst snow and ice storm, about 30 hardy souls gathered at our 
Advisory Council Breakfast to hear Elizabeth Burke Bryant, Executive Director of Rhode 
Island Kids Count, describe a unique municipal effort to reduce poverty in Providence. 
WCA presented a portrait of child poverty in Westchester and sparked a discussion among 
attendees of what local government can do to address this entrenched and growing problem. 
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Since 1914, the Westchester Children’s Association has been the County’s 
leading voice for children, speaking out for their needs and improving 
public policies and programs aimed at meeting those needs.

Continued, page 3
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Throughout our history, WCA has remained steadfast in our mission of improving public programs 
and policies to ensure that every child is healthy, safe, and prepared for life’s challenges. Here are some 
highlights from our work in 2009.

Westchester Youth Council reviewed the pre-release version of the data site. Pictured left to right are: Limarie Cabrera, WCA Director 
of Data Analysis, Youth Council member Semarley Jarrett and Youth Council staff Frank Marte and Laura Achkar. The screen shot on 
the right shows WCA’s web-based Datafinder that makes it easy to find important information about Westchester’s children.
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http://data.wca4kids.org/publications.html
http://data.wca4kids.org/datafinder
http://www.wca4kids.org/events/events.html#AdvisoryBkfst09
http://www.rikidscount.org
http://www.rikidscount.org
http://www.wca4kids.org
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Dear Friends of Westchester Children’s Association,

For almost four years, I have had the honor of serving as President of the 
Westchester Children’s Association. It has been gratifying to tackle the 
many critical issues facing young children, youths, and their families and 
to work with others in Westchester equally concerned for the children of 
our community.

As the leading voice for the children of Westchester, WCA continues 
to ensure that children’s needs are kept in the forefront of the public 
agenda. As always we remain committed to our mission – ensuring 
that every child is healthy, safe and prepared for life’s challenges. Your 
generous support enables us to be children’s champions.

WCA’s accomplishments this past year remind us once again of what 
a unique and truly remarkable organization this is. Our successes reflect the diligent work of 
our talented staff, courageous Board members, dedicated Advisory Council members, caring 
communities, and the large group of supportive, generous donors who believe in the work we do. 
This is a powerful combination and a guarantee of effective advocacy. It is our special strength 
that, unlike single issue groups, we advocate for children on a broad range of issues, and that we 
continue to maintain our independence and ability to speak out without fear or favor.

Because we presently live in such challenging times, we are even more grateful for your support 
and are emboldened by your partnership in this vital and important work. Together  
we will continue to take the steps we need to keep children’s lives moving forward.

A Message

Maris H. Krasnow Ed.D., WCA President 

Maris H. Krasnow Ed.D., WCA President

R e v e n u e

Trust Income	 $	  45,864
Individual Contributions	 $ 	 94,631
Fundraising events/products	 $	  43,320

Total Amount from Individuals	 $	 183,815

Grants	 $	 204,841
Interest/Dividends	 $	 41,032
Other	 $	  2,221

Total Revenue	 $ 431,909

E x p e n s e s

Program Activities	 $	 275,990
Administration and  
Fundraising	 $	 174,173 

Total Expenses:	 $ 450,163

Notes: 

• 2009 operating deficit funded by transfers from the Endowment.

• �A copy of the complete audited financial statement is available  
from WCA on request, or from the New York State Attorney General,  
Office of Charities Registration, 120 Broadway, New York, NY 10271.
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from the President of Westchester Children’s Association



2009 Advocacy Dinner
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■	Our Advocacy Breakfast focused on our ongoing 
commitment to improve the lives of our youngest 
children and featured a presentation about Nurse 
Family Partnership, an outstanding program that 
provides regular home visits to first time mothers 
before and after the birth of their child. Inspired by 
the effectiveness of NFP, WCA launched an effort 
to expand and increase early childhood home visiting 
programs in Westchester (see below).

■	WCA partnered with the African American Men of 
Westchester (AAMW) to co-sponsor their 5th Annual 
Education Forum. WCA’s role was to set the stage with 
a presentation of data about the impact of poverty and 
race on educational outcomes in our County. After the 
forum, WCA and AAMW continued the conversation 
at the community level with local forums in White 
Plains, Yonkers and Mt. Vernon.

Improving policies and programs for children

In 2009, WCA continued our recent focus on  
promoting healthy social and emotional development  
for young children. 

■	We completed and released our study, The Toughest 
Job: Improving Parenting Programs for Westchester 
Families in Need. This report examined parenting 
education programs aimed at families of young 
children involved in the child welfare system. It made 
specific recommendations for improvement, including 

increasing the use of “evidence-based” programs 
that have been proven effective. A number of our 
recommendations have subsequently been adopted by 
the County. 

■	 In researching our report on parenting programs, 
WCA learned about early childhood home visiting 
programs, which have demonstrated positive effects 
on a wide range of children’s well-being. To increase 
and improve access to effective home visiting programs 
in Westchester, WCA convened the Westchester 
Home Visiting Workgroup, a public-private coalition 
of about 18 organizations who have committed to 
realizing this shared vision and goal. The Workgroup 
is developing mechanisms for greater coordination 
among home visiting programs and other services for 
young children, as well as identifying new sources of 
funding for these vital programs.

At the other end of the age spectrum, WCA leads efforts 
to address the needs of older youth. 

■	To help teens in foster care prepare for independent 
adult lives, WCA chairs the Pathways to Adulthood 
(PAD) coalition, comprising representatives of public 
and non-profit organizations. PAD promotes sharing 
information to identify ways to improve the life chances 
of young people whose parents have been unable to 
adequately care for them. This year, PAD assured 
that these youngsters received vital supports, such 
as financial help, and even original birth certificates, 

Continued from page 1

Melvin Burruss, President of African 
American Men of Westchester, with 
Maris Krasnow

Guests: (standing l to r) Edwin Beltran, 
Richard Kind, Michael Boatman, Jesse 
Krasnow, Melvin Burruss; (seated) 
WCA Development Director Betsy 
Steward, Executive Director Cora 
Greenberg, Board member Myrna 
Forney, President Maris Krasnow.

Cora Greenberg WCA Vice President Ann Umemoto

http://www.wca4kids.org/events/events.html#AdvisoryBkfst09
http://www.nursefamilypartnership.org
http://www.nursefamilypartnership.org
http://www.aamw.com/
http://www.aamw.com/
http://www.wca4kids.org/events/events.html#AAMWEdForum
http://www.wca4kids.org/events/events.html#AAMWEdForum
http://www.wca4kids.org/downloads/WCA_ParentingReport_Feb2009.pdf
http://www.wca4kids.org/downloads/WCA_ParentingReport_Feb2009.pdf
http://www.wca4kids.org/downloads/WCA_ParentingReport_Feb2009.pdf
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which are essential for a successful transition to 
independence. In addition, we supported development 
of a leadership group through which foster teens could 
express their views to policy makers, thus sharing their 
unique viewpoint with those who shape the programs 
that shape their lives. 

■	This year, WCA convened a discussion about the needs 
of young people who are “disconnected” from family, 
school or employment in their late teens and early 
twenties, a time during which such connections are 
key to their advancement. The initial ideas generated 
by this group of service providers, policy makers and 
advocates will form the basis for WCA’s future work to 
help improve the life outcomes of these young people. 

In addition to tracking local and state policies affecting 
children, WCA actively followed developing Federal 
children’s policies during this tumultuous year, particularly 
in the areas of health and child welfare. Through our 
new weekly electronic advocacy updates, postings on 
our Facebook page, and Twitter alerts, we educated our 
constituents about emerging policy issues and mobilized 
them to take action on behalf of kids. We intend to 
continue and expand these efforts in the coming months.

Securing adequate public investments  
for children and youth

In the NY State budget, WCA successfully led the local 
fight to preserve funding for services that prevent the 

need for children to have out-of-home placements, such 
as foster care or psychiatric hospitalizations. 

With the African American Men of Westchester, 
we co-sponsored a legislative breakfast for our state 
representatives at Restaurant 42, atop the Ritz tower 
in White Plains. The breakfast brought our legislators 
face to face with leaders in the human services to discuss 
current challenges in funding critical services, and was 
well-received by all. 

To focus our advocacy on the 2010 County Budget, 
WCA conducted an on-line survey of our constituents 
and partners about their priorities for children and youth 
services. Based on the survey results, WCA and the 
Campaign for Kids focused our energy on preserving 
three key services: 

■	The Invest-in-Kids youth development fund which 
supports dozens of community based youth services;

■	Early Step Forward, which brings mental health 
specialists to work directly with children, parents and 
staff in selected early childhood centers; and

■	The Independent Living Fund, which provides cash 
assistance to young people who leave foster care to 
begin independent adult lives.

As a result of WCA-coordinated advocacy, all three items 
were maintained or increased in Westchester County’s 
2010 budget.

WCA presents the Edith C. Macy Award for Distinguished Service  
to the African American Men of Westchester

WCA Board members Katie Lobach, Jay Lerner, Joanne 
Amorosi, Jody Greenbaum

Andrew Harrison and WCA First Vice-President 
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison.

Board member Julie Anello Guest Cheryl Hunter-Grant,  
WCA Deputy Director Allison Lake

http://www.facebook.com/wca4kids
http://twitter.com/wca4kids
http://www.aamw.com/
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Gold Medal Advocates ($ 10,000+)
Kathryn W. Davis
Frog Rock Foundation
The Herman Goldman Foundation 
Westchester Community Foundation
Edith Glick Shoolman Children’s Foundation
Voices for America’s Children
Maris and Jesse Krasnow

President’s Circle ($5,000+)
Anonymous
Lisina Hoch
Kim Taylor and Thomas Kyle
Patricia Lanza
Louise DeVel Muller
Office of Senator Suzi Oppenheimer
United Way of Westchester/Putnam
Kate and Seymour Weingarten

Champions of Children ($1,000+)
Joseph and Sophia Abeles Foundation
African American Men of Westchester
Julia and Robert Anello
Anne Anastasi Charitable Foundation
Karen Blumenthal
Anne Boyer
Helen and Ted Buerger
Diane Zultowsky and Alec Cecil
Children’s Village 
Cornell University/Blumenthal Internship
Elias Foundation
Linda Ellis
Executive Association 
Titia Hulst and Paul Francis
Sally and Vincent Gianatasio
Stephanie and Douglas Gould
Jody and Allen Greenbaum
Janet and Jerry Gutterman
Jackie Hilly and Dean Stiffle
Florence Weiner and Rick Hobish
Lori Greifer Kaufman and Glenn Kaufman
Alison Kibrick
Fredda and Rick Kramer
Debby and Herbert Krasnow
Andrea and Jay Lerner
Katie Lobach and Richard Kaufman
George Lusk
Carrie and Barney Newman
Elizabeth Pforzheimer
Valerie and Kevin Ryan
Becky and Art Samberg
Marcia and Ken Schiffer
Lynn and Eric Sobel
Ann Umemoto and Richard Younge
Anne Meltzer and Frederick Wang
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison and Andrew Harrison 
Sheree Wen

Guardians ($500+)
Joanne Amorosi and Martin Ketels
E. Nelson Asiel
Robert and Susan Blumenthal
Janet Bozzone
Susie Brown
Deborah Campbell, MD
Catherine Draper and Michael Clain
DTAP Capital
Mark and Lisa Edmiston
Myrna Forney and Michael Boatman
Cora Greenberg and Sandy Bayer
Carey Gross
Elliott and Susan Hershman

Hudson Health Plan, Inc.
Lisa and Ronald Katz
Christopher Lee
Charles Lipson
Elizabeth Mark
Lucille and Steven Oppenheim
Jean and Jacqueline Plumez
Libbie and David Poppick
Eric and Fran Rosenfeld
Ted Wilson and Tumika Williams-Wilson
Lisa and Richard Witten

Advocates ($250+)
American Academy Of Pediatrics, NY Chapter III
Andrus Children’s Center
Edward and Susan Apuzzo
Margery Arsham
Allen and Nan Banks
Robert and Ellie Berlin
Blythedale Children’s Hospital
Bodnar & Milone LLP
Lois and Charles Bronz
Scott and Lilly Coughlin
Miriam Curnin
Alice Dean
Teresa and Richard DeGroat
Janet DiFiore
Margot Elkin
Ann Engelland
Tara Framer
Angela Freeman
Doris Friedman
Marlene Furtick
Elizabeth Goldsmith
Bruce Gordon
Lottie and Conrad Harris
Henry and Louise Hayes
Marion Israel
Kattya Koenigsberg
Allison and Terence Lake
Mark Litt
Lower Hudson Valley Perinatal Network
Merrill Lynch
Bill and Kathleen Moss
John Nonna
Open Door Family Medical Center
Chris and Joyce Orlando
Port Chester-Rye UFSD
Lawrence and Sally Reiner
Carmen Schuller
Barbara Schwarz
Don Settanni
Edith Shapiro
James Squires
Anne Sweazey
The Guidance Center
Jonathan and Nancy Warner
Susan Wayne
Robyn Wild and Alexander Quinn
Arthur and Connie Zuckerman

Supporters ($100+)
Cecilia Absher and David Katz
Scott Afran
Stephen and Catherine Alexander
Farrin Anello
Sheila S. Arnold
Shari and Jeff Aronson
Avi and Joy Avidan
Roger Baneman and Margaret Stillman
Beth Belkin
Edwin Beltran

Maura Bluestone and Robert Greifinger
Lyndall Boal
Daniel and Barbara Bock
John and Lois Bregstein
Wendy Breitner
Heather and Joshua Brumberg
Larry and Joan Budish
Julie Buyon
Limarie Cabrera
Doris and Gene Capello
Karen Casey
Georganne Chapin
Barbara and Peter Clapman
Denise Coleman
Sara and Frederick W. Cook
Lila d’Adolf
Mary D’Amico
Lisa and Stephen Davis
Joan DiMartino Nardi
Sarina DiStefano
Barbara Doctor
Holly Edelstein
Richard and MaryAnn Ellenbogen
James English and Susan Coupey
John P. Farrauto
Pat and Ronald Fatato
John and Emalie Feerick
Jed Fierberg
Karen Fischer
Timothy and Nancy Fisher
Evelyn Frankford
Abbe Franklin
Lee Furman
Irwin and Geraldine Goldberg
Golden Girls, LLC
Andrew Gutterman and Margot Rubenstein
Kathy Halas
Felice Harris
Stanley E. Harris
C. Lowell Harriss
Joanne Hersh
Peter Hess and Debbie Kenyon
Barbara Holland
Lawrence and Robyn Hollander
William Holloran, Jr.
Cheryl Hunter-Grant
Cassandra and Maurice Hyacinthe
Anne and William Jacobi
Gloria Jacobs
Anne Janiak
Patricia Jurey
David Kaufman and Dorothy King
James Kaufman and Carol Fitzpatrick
John and Kathryn Kaufman
Susan Kaufman and Shawn Young
Josephine Kenney
Philip and Margaret Klein
Jan Kliger
Robert and Helen Krasnow
Andrea Kretchmer and Paul Lutvak
Maggi Landau
Martin and Carolyn Lederman
Susan Leon and Andrew Fredman
Eric Levine and Terri Simon
Laura Lustbader
M & H Librett, LLC
Dolly Maass
Lauren Meller Maloff
Janet Malone
Joy and Paul Mandel
March of Dimes
Joan Mark

The Westchester Children’s Association gratefully acknowledges all our supporters. 



We have made every effort to ensure the 
accuracy of our donor listing. If your name 
has been omitted or misprinted, please accept 
our sincere apologies and notify us by email 
at bsteward@wca4kids.org or call Betsy 
Steward at 914.946.7676 ext. 303.

O f f i c e r s

Katherine S. Lobach, MD, Chair
Maris H. Krasnow, EdD, President
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD,  

First Vice President
Carey E. Gross, MD, Vice President
Ann Umemoto, Vice President
Joanne Amorosi, CFP, Secretary
Thomas Kyle, Treasurer

B o a r d  M e mb  e r s

Julia B. Anello
Catherine A. Draper
Myrna Forney 
Vincent P. Gianatasio
Douglas Gould
Jody Greenbaum 
Janet Gutterman, Esq
Marion K. Israel, DSW
Lisa Katz, LMSW
Fredda Kramer
Christopher A. Lee
Jay Lerner, CPA 
Elizabeth Mark
Kenneth A. Schiffer, MD 
Deborah E. Seidenberg
Theodore A. Wilson

H o n o r a r y  bo  a r d

Louis W. Bookheim, Jr.
Mrs. Shelby Cullom Davis
Hon. Doris Friedman
Louise De Vel Muller 
Hon. Ogden R. Reid, Esq.

Westchester Children’s Association
470 Mamaroneck Avenue
Suite 304
White Plains, NY 10605
914.946.7676
www.wca4kids.org

Judd and Harriet Marmon
Catherine Marsh
Michael and Elvira McEnroe
Barbara Meier
Heather Miller
Mark and Judith Minter
Grant Mitchell
Dorothy Moore
Candace Morris
Larry Murray
Judith Myers
Steven and Denise Napoli
Saundra Neubardt, Esq.
William and Patricia O’Connor
Richard Organisciak
James and Julie O’Shea
Joseph M. and Patricia Pastore
Pediatrics of Sleepy Hollow
Guy Petrillo and Lea Barth
Joe and Mary Piscina
Timothy D. Popp
Harry and Frances Poulos
Nancy and Jim Reddington
Regional Medical Genetics Center, Inc.
Lynn and Michael Reichgott
Mitchell and Susan Meister Reuben
Jessica Rieder and Norm Gretzinger
Rosenthal & Markowitz, LLP
Dawn Rush
Jennifer Sabella
Paul and Karen Saenger
Sarah Lawrence Health Advocacy Program
Arthur and Harriet Savage
Gae and John Savino
Merryl Schechtman
Todd Schiffer
Dorothy and Albert Schott
Rina Schunk
Linda F. Seligson
Thelma and Warren Serenbetz
MaryLou Sgro
Judy Fried and Jonathan Siegel
Alice Silton
Greg Silver
Sandra Singh
Betty and Malcolm Smith
Island Financial Group, LLC
Anne Vaughan Spilsbury
Elisabeth and John Steward
Evelyn Stock
Pamela Dwyer Stockton
Claudett J. Stothart
David and Marilyn Tawfik
Sara Deborah Tolchin
Anne Torell
Stephen Ucko
Steve Umemoto
Teruko Umemoto
Drusilla Van Hengel
Glenn VanLeet
Yolanda Weisenberger
Alexis Weiss
Lisa Winjum
Saul Yanofsky
Joseph Yasgur

A d v i s o r y  C o u n c i l

Elizabeth Alderman, MD
Amy Ansehl, RN, MSW, FNPC
Margery Arsham
Karen Blumenthal
Lyndall Boal
Delores Brathwaite, JD
Deborah Campbell, MD
Georganne Chapin, JD
Sheryl Dicker, JD 
Rebecca Lowell Edwards
Rachel Grob, PhD
Lottie Harris
Jackie Hilly
Richard Hobish, Esq.
Barbara J. Holland
Cheryl Hunter-Grant, LMSW
Stephen J. Jones
Regina M. Kelly
Ursula G. LaMott
Danielle Laraque, MD
Richard Lerer, EdD
Penny Liberatos, PhD
Mary E. Loeffler
Dorne E. Massiah
Andy Pelosi
Libbie Naman Poppick
Marisol Rivera Thurman
Eileen Santiago, EdD
S. Kenneth Schonberg, MD
Sandra Singh
Lynn Sobel
Evelyn M. Stock
Zoila Tazi
Frederick L. Wang, MD
Kate Weingarten
Sheree Wen, PhD
Saul Yanofsky, EdD
Marlene A. Zarfes, Esq.
Lester Zimmerman, MD

S t a f f

Cora Greenberg, Executive Director 
Allison Lake, Deputy Director 
Limarie Cabrera, Director of Data Analysis
Betsy Steward, Director of Development
Karyn Lee, Operations Manager

WCA Board, Officers, Advisory Council & Staff  (as of 12/31/09)
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