Economic Security

Living in poverty, even for a short period of time, has life-long consequences for a child.
Childhood poverty increases the risk of having poor health, dropping out of school, becoming a
teen parent, and living in poverty as an adult. In addition, children in poverty are more likely to
be involved in child welfare and juvenile justice systems®. According :

to the Annie E. Casey Foundation, in the United States, children born
to parents in poverty are very likely to stay in poverty as adults. On
the other end of the economic scale, children of parents in the
wealthiest income brackets are just as likely to stay there showing
the lack of economic mobility in the United States today®,

The unusual harsh and volatile economic climate has made the issue
of economic security more prominent and the task of safeguarding
our children’s well-being that much more urgent. Past experience
tells us families, and children in particular, are affected for many
years when their economic circumstances are reduced during a
recession.

In order to more effectively combat poverty, many states have moved to set poverty-reduction
goals and establish commissions to help them understand the causes and impacts of poverty
specific to their state. New York State has yet to adopt either. Investing in strategies that keep
children and families above poverty during a fiscal crisis is difficult, but bold steps now will pay
dividends in future productivity and vitality.

Key Facts

Median Incomes by Census Tract
(for families with children under 18)

1 in 4 children in Westchester live in
families at or below 200% of the Federal
Poverty Level, which is $47,700 for a
family of four”.

> In 2012, roughly 17% of children under
" s o0 the age of 5 were living in poverty in

wigg Westchester®.
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» Large-scale studies show that the

health and welfare of children are $100K
linked to the education level of » 80K
their parents — with parent E
education often being a stronger E

predictor of child well-being than
family income, single parenthood
or family size®.
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We Can Do Better

» Invest in proven strategies that help families
such as high quality children’s health
coverage, living wage jobs, job training for
low-income adults, summer youth
employment opportunities, quality
education at all levels, and an increased
Earned Income Tax Credit.

» Support reauthorization of the Federal
Workforce Investment Act which will
among other improvements, streamline
some requirements, strengthen connection
between adult education and the workforce
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and require that at least 75 percent of
funding be spent on out-of-school young
people.

» Comply with the federal housing settlement
and remove the block on federal
Community Development Block Grant
funding to Westchester County and improve
living conditions for children.

» Raise the minimum wage above scheduled
increases to better align with the cost of
living in Westchester.

For more information:
Westchester Children’s Association, Inc.
470 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 304
White Plains, NY 10605
Telephone: 914.946.7676/Fax: 914.946.7677
www.wca4kids.org
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