
 

 

 

 
 

Raise the Age – New York 
 

New York is one of only two states in the country that have failed to recognize what 

research and science have confirmed – adolescents are children, and prosecuting and 

placing them in the adult criminal justice system doesn’t work 

for them and doesn’t work for public safety. However, New 

York continues to be the only state other than North Carolina 

that prosecutes ALL youth as adults when they turn 16 years of 

age. Research into brain development underscores that 

adolescents are in fact children and that the human brain is not 

fully formed until the age of 25
1
. 

 

By raising the age of criminal responsibility in NY, we keep 

young people who commit crimes out of the criminal justice system and give them a better 

chance for a positive future, as well as making our communities safer.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Key Facts 

 75% of criminal acts committed by children 

and adolescents in New York are 

misdemeanors
2
. 

 Of the 1,236 sixteen and seventeen year 

olds that were arrested in 2010 in 

Westchester County, approximately 70% 

were misdemeanors
2
.   

  Young people transferred to the adult 

criminal justice system are approximately 

34% more likely to be re-arrested for a 

violent crime than youth retained in the 

juvenile justice system
3
.  

 

 Youth in adult prisons can be placed in 

solitary confinement. The isolation young 

people face in adult facilities is destructive 

to their mental health. Youth in adult 

facilities are 36 times more likely to commit 

suicide than those in juvenile facilities
4
.  
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For more information:  

Westchester Children’s Association, Inc. 
470 Mamaroneck Avenue, Suite 304, White Plains, NY 10605 

Telephone: 914.946.7676/Fax: 914.946.7677 

www.wca4kids.org 

We Can Do Better 

 New York State needs to raise the age of criminal 

responsibility in a comprehensive manner 

including ensuring that youth are not housed in 

adult jails and that funding is provided for 

community-based developmentally appropriate 

alternatives to incarceration. 
 

 The legal process must respond to all children as 

children; services and placement options must 

meet the rehabilitative needs of all children and 

youth. 
 
 New York should become a national leader in 

juvenile justice practices by doing more than 

raising the age to 18. 
 

 A permanent criminal record can cause lifetime 

barriers to higher education, housing and 

employment. 
 

Join the campaign to Raise the Age at 

www.raisetheageny.com                        

or on Twitter and Facebook 

@RaiseTheAgeNY 
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