CHILDREN'S
Children's Champions l Since 1914

Child

Working to ensure that all children are healthy, safe and prepared for life's challenges.

#RaisetheAgeNY

Youth advocating in Albany for RTA in March 2017.

Local clergy coming together to support RTA in 2016.

IT IS AWIN!

We persevered and got it done-New York Legislators Raise the Age

In March 2013, WCA released its report Dreams Deferred.
'The report highlighted the reasons some young people
between the ages of 16 and 24 are disconnected from school,
work, and community. One of these reasons was a youth’s
involvement in the criminal justice system. WCA pointed

out that to keep young people out of the justice system we
need to raise the age (RTA) of adult criminal responsibility in
New York. RTA has been a primary goal of WCA’s advocacy

agenda for the past four years.

On April 10, Governor Cuomo signed into law “raise the
age” legislation. This law will raise the age of criminal
responsibility to 18, bringing New York in line with the
majority of other states. There is a year of planning as New
York phases in the law for 16-year-olds by October 2018 and

Many Westchester advocates lobbying for RTA in Albany in March 2017.

17-year-olds by October 2019. The devil is in the details and
the road of implementation ahead will not be easy, but for
now, we celebrate.

We celebrate that thousands of youth will get a second
chance through alternative to incarceration/diversion
programs, that the majority of 16- and 17-year-olds will have
their cases heard in family court, that parents are notified
upon arrest of their child and age appropriate youth detention
and placement facilities are used instead of adult jails and
prisons.

WCA is grateful to our partners statewide who worked
tirelessly through advocacy, community mobilization,

and social media to keep the pressure on and successfully
influence elected officials to include RTA in the 2018 state
budget.

We appreciate the perseverance of our young people, clergy,
the public and representatives from Westchester who stood
with us. In addition, although not all of the policy points
we sought made it into this bill, we have a solid foundation
upon which to build. We look forward to working with
state and local departments, agencies and officials to ensure
implementation is effective in helping as many of our
children, youth, and families as possible.

To join our RTA advocacy efforts please contact Allison Lake at
alake@wca4kids.org.
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WCA's 2017 Benefit Dinner Will Benefit Many

Over 250 guests gathered on May 18th
at Tarrytown House in Tarrytown to
celebrate WCA's year of advocacy on behalf
of young people as well as the achievements
of our two honorees. The event raised over
$284,000 through sponsorships, ticket
sales, journal ads, donations, and a live
auction. All proceeds from the event are
used to support the many ways WCA

works to address children’s needs.

Macy Award Presented to Eileen
Fisher

WCA honored Eileen Fisher with the
Edith C. Macy Award for Distinguished

Antoinette Klatzky, Executive Director of the Eileen Fisher
Leadership Institute, accepts the award on behalf of Ms. Fisher
from WCA's President Doug Gould.

new faces @ WCA

Service for the wonderful work of the
Eileen Fisher Leadership Institute (EFLI).
EFLI promotes leadership in young people
through self-empowerment, connection
with others, and activism in their
communities, goals that resonate strongly
at WCA. Accepting the award on Eileen’s
behalf was Antoinette Klatzky, Executive
Director of EFLI.

First Ever Corporate Children's
Champion Award Presented to

The Westchester Bank

WCA chose longtime partner, The
Westchester Bank (TWB), as the first
ever corporate honoree. Our Corporate
Children’s Champion Award recognizes
and honors a business or organization with
an outstanding record of advocacy, actions
and/or philanthropy that has substantially
benefited young people in Westchester.
'The Bank’s commitment to the community
is evident through its generous support
of many Westchester nonprofit
organizations, whose work benefits young

people in our county. Accepting the award
on behalf of the bank was President and
CEOQ John Tolomer.

Also in attendance at the dinner were
members of Westchester Companies
for Kids (WC4K), WCA’s committee of

businesses involved in the conversation

John Tolomer, CEQ of The Westchester Bank, our 2017 Corporate
Children’s Champion award recipient.

about kids. Co-chaired by John Tolomer
and Kevin Bovet, VP of Sales and
Business Operations for the Westchester
Knicks, the goal of the committee is to
help raise awareness of children’s issues
in Westchester, and connect the business
sector with WCA’s work in a variety of ways.
WC4K has grown to 30 members, and we
look forward to its continued growth.

If your company is interested in being
involved, please call or email Betsy Steward,
WCAs Director of Development, at
914.946.7676 x 303, bsteward@wca4kids.

org

Lauren is a rising junior at Cornell University
majoring in industrial and labor relations. She
is also pursuing a minor in developmental
sociology. Lauren is a member of the varsity
track and field team, where she does long
sprints. During her sophomore year, Lauren
joined the Cornell Daily Sun as a news writer.
She is also 2 member of the Student Athlete
Advisory Committee and the Spiked Shoe
Society. She is currently on a pre-law track, and
wishes to attend law school after graduation.
Lauren grew up in White Plains, NY.
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Dr. Walter Gilliam Shines at the
2017 Advocacy Breakfast!

Despite a rainy morning, it was standing room only at Doral
Arrowwood for our annual Advocacy Breakfast and Kathryn W. Davis
Advocacy lecture on April 20. Our keynote speaker was Dr. Walter
Gilliam, Director of The Edward Zigler Center in Child Development
and Social Policy and Associate Professor of Child Psychiatry and
Psychology at the Yale University Child Study Center.

Dr. Gilliam kept the audience enthralled as he shared his research on
early childhood education and effective methods of reducing classroom
behavior problems and preschool expulsion. His most recent work
explores how implicit biases in adults negatively impact all children,
but are particularly damaging to children of color. In his 2016 research
brief, Gilliam defines implicit bias as “the automatic and unconscious
stereotype that drives people to behave and make decisions in
certain ways”.

He touched on the
study conducted
for his research.
Early  childhood
professionals were
asked to observe
the behavior of
four preschoolers
on video — one
Black female, one
Black male, one white
female, one white
male — all child
actors, behaving
appropriately,
unbeknown to participants. Their task was to detect challenging
behavior. By tracking the eye motions of the educators, Gilliam and
his team saw that the Black boy was observed the most, and when
asked which child required most of their attention, 42% indicated the
Black boy.

'The findings suggest Black boys, from the earliest of age, are observed
for challenging behavior more often than their peers and, not
surprisingly, are disproportionately disciplined, suspended and expelled
from pre-K through 12th grade. Time ran out before we could have
a discussion with the audience on possible solutions, interventions,
trainings, etc. that could improve school climate. This ongoing work
sits squarely with our GPS4Kids goal of seeing Westchester children
and youth thrive regardless of race or zip code. The 2017 Children by
the Numbers data bulletin, released at the breakfast, illustrates how
race affects outcomes for children across their lifetimes.

Over 150 quests listened intently to Dr. Gilliam.

WCA and its partners are committed to collectively finding policy
solutions that work; if you would like to join us please contact Erica
Ayala at Eayala@wca4kids.org

Missed the April 20th breakfast?

Go to our website to watch video clip of the presentation.

2017 Children by the Numbers

Released

Hope and promise. Race and inequity. This year’s data bulletin
addressed all these items through a radical change in design
and layout.

We wanted to bring people’s attention to the good things that
are happening in Westchester County, while also bringing to
light the racial inequality that plagues the county, as well as the
rest of the nation. The front page reveals that there are positive
outcomes in communities that have historically faced struggle.

However, the rest of the data bulletin brings to our attention
the challenges that still face our county. Westchester is fraught
with inequality. Race and location — factors beyond a child’s
control — still play too large a part in determining whether or
not a child will succeed.

We live in a place where absence rubs shoulders with abundance.
Where the best opportunities seem only to be a community
away, but the rift is so deep that the presence of fortune is
torture for those who are denied its benefits. This year’s data
bulletin highlights the hope and the challenges that still face
the county. We anticipate that it will continue the much-
needed conversation of how to provide our children with the
opportunities they deserve.

You can download a copy of the 2017 Children by the Numbers
at bit.ly/wcadatabulletin.

$159,408

United Way ALICE Household
Stability Budget - Family
earns enough for a 10%
savings plan and the cost of a
smartphone for two adults.

$60,400

National Low Income Housing

Coalition Survival Budget -

Families earn enough to allocate
‘ 30% of their annual income to

How much does
a family of four
need to thrive in
Westchester? = [ FESSSEs Median Income for Singhe Daids

unitedwayalice.org/NewYork/; National Low Income Housing Coalition, Out of Reach: No

rent a 2 bedroom apartment in
Westchester.

nlihc.org/sites/default/files/oor/OOR_2016.pdf; Federal Poverty Level (2017) U.S. Department of

Health and Human Services, 2017 Poverty Guidelines, https://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty-quidelines

Answers vary. $49,200

200% Federal Poverty Level - Families at
this level are considered “low-income.”

....... Median Income for Single Moms

$24,600
100% Federal Py

United Way ALICE Household Stability Budget (2016): https://spaa.newark.rutgers.edu/united-way-ALICE-NY

The United Way ALICE Report: New York (2016). http:

Refuge for Low Income Renters (2016). http:,
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Westchester Children’s
Association Leadership

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Catherine A. Draper, Chair

Douglas Gould, President

Jody Greenbaum, First Vice President
Myrna Forney, Vice President
Thomas Kyle, Treasurer

Margie Orell, Secretary

Ellen Adnopoz

Joanne Amorosi, CFP
Julia B. Anello

Joanne Carroll-Homlish
Sheryl Dicker, JD

Janet Gutterman, Esg.
Tenley-Ann Hawkins
Barbara J. Holland

Lisa Kahn, LMSW, MA
Maris H. Krasnow, EdD
Andrea Lerner

Romina Levy

Elizabeth S. Mark
Dorne E. Massiah

Sal Rajput

Lutonya Russell-Humes
John Tomlin

Ann Umemoto

Kate Weingarten
Adrienne Weiss-Harrison, MD
Tracey Zimmerman

Cora Greenberg, Executive Director

HONORARY BOARD

Hon. Doris Friedman
Louise De Vel Muller
Hon. Ogden R. Reid, Esq.

ADVISORY COUNCIL

Amy Ansehl, RN, MSW, FNPC
Margery Arsham

Mayo Bartlett, Esqg.
Karen Blumenthal

Carola Bracco

Deborah Campbell, MD
Georganne Chapin, JD
Bob Covello

Michael S. Goldstein, Esq.
Kathleen Halas

Lottie Harris

Peter Herrero

Richard Hobish, Esq.
Cheryl Hunter-Grant, LMSW
Regina M. Kelly

Katie Lobach, MD

Ken Schiffer, MD

Kay Schonberg

Lynn Sobel

Evelyn M. Stock

Zoila Tazi

John Tolomer

Kate Weingarten

Sheree Wen, PhD

Frank Williams

Saul Yanofsky, EdD
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Stay up to date on critical issues affecting Westchester’s children and youth!

Sign Up for WCA Email Updates

Get the latest news, action alerts, blog posts,
and even this newsletter by email. Subscribe
at www.weadkids.org/stay-informed or email
wca@wca4kids.org.

WCA Staff Contact List

Cora Greenberg
Executive Director

Follow Us on Social Media

You 0
LfIv] &l in)

Like and follow WCA on your favorite
social media sites. Keyword: wcadkids

www.wcadkids.org

cgreenberg@wca4kids.org

914.946.7676 ext. 301

Allison Lake

Deputy Director alake@wca4kids.org ext. 304
Elisabeth (Betsy) V. Steward

Director, Development bsteward@wca4kids.org ext. 303
Limarie V. Cabrera

Director, Data Analysis Icabrera@wca4kids.org ext. 302
Denise Killeen

Communications and Data Associate dkilleen@wcadkids.org ext. 307
Erica Ayala

Project Manager eayala@wca4kids.org ext. 310
Maureen Natkin

Development and Administrative Assistant mnatkin@wca4kids.org ext. 300
Jordana Lorenzo

Program & Policy Associate jlorenzo@wca4kids.org ext. 308
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